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Purpose
This document has been prepared by AEMO’s Operations Transition team to facilitate the information provision and approvals process for inertia network services (under National Electricity Rules (NER) 5.20B.6) and system strength services (under NER 5.20C.4), and to ensure requirements are satisfied as per the Security Enablement Procedures.  
A Transmission Network Service Provider (TNSP) (in its capacity as a System Strength Service Provider or Inertia Service Provider) must complete this form to ensure AEMO is provided with the minimum information and documents to be submitted with a security service contract, to enable AEMO to undertake its assessment for approval of a security service contract under Chapter 5 of the NER.

Disclaimer
The information in this document is provided for explanatory purposes and may be subsequently updated or amended. This document does not constitute legal, business, engineering or technical advice, and should not be relied on as a substitute for obtaining detailed advice about the National Electricity Law (NEL), the NER, or any other applicable laws, procedures or policies. AEMO has made every effort to ensure the quality of the information in this document but cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness.
Accordingly, to the maximum extent permitted by law, AEMO and its officers, employees and consultants involved in the preparation of this document:
make no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the currency, accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information in this document; and
are not liable (whether by reason of negligence or otherwise) for any statements or representations in this document, or any omissions from it, or for any use or reliance on the information in it.

Version release history
	Version
	Effective Date
	Summary of Changes

	1.0
	01/09/2025
	First version issued
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[bookmark: _Toc207364481]Contract approval form overview
This document contains a Contract Approval Form to assist TNSPs (in their capacity as System Strength Service Provider or Inertia Service Provider) to ensure that security service contracts contain all information necessary to enable AEMO to complete its contract approval assessment process in accordance with Chapter 5 of the NER. 
The NER and the NEL prevail over this document to the extent of any inconsistency.
The contract approval process consists of the following steps:
	Contract Approval

	Step 1
	TNSP completes the Contract Approval Form ensuring all required sections are complete and any pre-requisites are met.

	Step 2
	TNSP emails a copy of the completed form, including any relevant supporting documentation to the AEMO Operations Transition Team at operationstransition@aemo.com.au.

	Step 3
	AEMO will review the application and use reasonable endeavours to respond to the applicant within 20 business days of receipt of the form stating whether it gives its approval (see NER 5.20B.6(g) or 5.20C.4(g) as relevant).

	Step 4
	Under NER 5.20B.6(h) or 5.20C.4(h) (as relevant), where AEMO does not approve the application:
AEMO will advise the TNSP its reasons for withholding approval and may advise the changes required to be made.
The TNSP must amend its application to address the matters identified by AEMO and resubmit its application for approval. 
AEMO may not approve a contract where, for example, it fails to meet the requirements under the Security Enablement Procedures (agreement structure, service parameters, financial structure or other general requirements) or the NER.

	Step 5
	Following resubmission of the amended application, AEMO will use reasonable endeavours to notify the TNSP of AEMO’s determination within 20 business days of receiving the resubmitted form. 

	System Preparedness and Service Registration

	Step 6
	Following the system preparedness process, AEMO will register the contract in its contract management system and where the Provider has procured services from a generating unit or bidirectional unit, the unit will be considered to be a System Strength Production Unit or Inertia Unit (under NER 5.20B.6(b)-(b1) or 5.20C.4(b)-(b1), as relevant) for security service enablement once:
The TNSP/Provider has completed its system preparedness requirements in pre-production.
All other processes (e.g. performance standard alteration processes, etc) have been completed.





[bookmark: _Toc207364482]Contract submission
Please return your completed contract approval form and any supporting documentation to AEMO’s Operations Transitions Team via email: operationstransition@aemo.com.au

[bookmark: _Toc207364483]Definitions and interpretation
[bookmark: _Toc207364484]Glossary
Terms defined in the NEL and the NER have the same meanings in this document unless otherwise specified.
Terms defined in the NER are intended to be identified in this document by italicising them, but failure to italicise a defined term does not affect their meaning.
The words, phrases and abbreviations in the table below have the meanings set out opposite them when used in these Procedures.
	Term
	Definition

	ABN
	Australian Business Number

	ACN
	Australian Company Number

	AEMO
	Australian Energy Market Operator

	DUID
	Dispatchable unit identifier 

	EMMS
	Electricity Market Management System 

	EMS
	Energy Management System 

	FRMP
	Financially Responsible Market Participant

	HLIA
	High level impact assessment

	ISF
	Improved Security Frameworks

	kV
	Kilovolt 

	MVA
	Megavolt-amperes

	MW
	Megawatt

	MWs
	Megawatt-seconds 

	NEL
	National Electricity Law

	NEM
	National Electricity Market

	NER
	National Electricity Rules

	NOS
	Network Outage Scheduler 

	SCADA
	Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 

	TNSP
	Transmission Network Service Provider



[bookmark: _Toc207364485]Interpretation
This document is subject to the principles of interpretation set out in Schedule 2 of the National Electricity Law.

[bookmark: _Toc207364486]Related documents
This document does not supersede or replace any other documents published by AEMO in accordance with the NER that relate to its subject matter. The list below set out these and other related documents that Applicants should be familiar with when submitting their forms.
· Security Enablement Procedure, made under 4.4A.6(a) of the NER, which include the requirements to be included in agreements for the provision of system security services entered by TNSPs.
· ISF Transition Approach[footnoteRef:2], which outlines the process for TNSPs and Providers to commence (or transition to) security service enablement under the ISF Rule. [2:  https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/initiatives/improving-security-frameworks-for-the-energy-transition/isf-final-transition-approach.pdf?la=en ] 

· Improving Security Frameworks High-Level Implementation Assessment (HLIA)[footnoteRef:3], which provides information to participants on how the ISF rule change will be implemented by AEMO. [3:  Improving Security Frameworks High Level Implementation Assessment: https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/initiatives/improving-security-frameworks-for-the-energy-transition/final-improving-security-frameworks---high-level-implementation-assessment-final.pdf?la=en ] 

Please note that as per NER 11.168.2(e) any contract entered into by a TNSP for the provision of system strength services or inertia network services prior to 31 August 2025, which is compliant with the minimum or recommended requirements outlined in the Provisional Security Enablement Procedure[footnoteRef:4] is deemed compliant with the minimum or recommended requirements per new clause 4.4A.6(a)(3).  [4:  Provisional Security Enablement Procedure: https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/power_system_ops/procedures/so_op_3720---provisional-security-enablement-procedure.pdf?la=en&hash=A033F242F0ACC2C923DAD2673C70015F ] 


[bookmark: _Toc207364487]Using this document
The Appendix contains a form for use by Applicants when submitting their contract for approval.
The purpose of the form is to ensure that all necessary and relevant information and data is submitted to AEMO to facilitate the timely assessment of the contract for approval.

[bookmark: _Toc207364488]The approval form
Applicants must complete the Contract Approval Form and submit it at the appropriate time during the submission or assessment of their contract for approval. 
If an Applicant considers that more information would assist in the assessment of their contract for approval, they should provide it.

[bookmark: _Toc207364489]Confidentiality
AEMO will treat the information provided in this form, and supporting information, as confidential information. However, AEMO may disclose such confidential information if required to under the NER. For example, as part of AEMO’s daily reporting obligations under NER 4.4A.7(a).  

[bookmark: _Toc207364490]Additional information requests
AEMO may request further or additional information at any time during the assessment of a security service contract and the Applicant.
[bookmark: _Toc207364491]Contract Approval Form
Contract Requirements
Contact Details 
Please provide TNSP contact details for any questions regarding this form. 
	Name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Position:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Mobile:
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Registration Details 
Please confirm whether the Provider is registered as a Market Generator, Integrated Resource Provider, or Market Customer (as applicable).
☐	Yes, Provider is registered
☐	No, Provider is not registered
Financially Responsible Market Participant Details
Is the Provider the Financially Responsible Market Participant (FRMP) of the security service asset? 
☐	Yes, Provider is the FRMP
☐	No, Provider is not the FRMP

If no, please confirm the FRMP has been notified that the DUID will be labelled as a security service DUID and be used to provide system security services when enabled:
☐	Yes

If no, please provide Organisation details of the FRMP: 
	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value

	FRMP Participant ID
	FRMP Participant ID (max 8 characters)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	FRMP Company Name
	FRMP Company Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Operational Contact Details
Please provide contact details for the following roles to assist with communication between AEMO and operational personnel for the security service asset. 
	Operations (must be contactable 24/7)

	Primary phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Backup phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Trading (must be contactable 24/7) 

	Primary phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Backup phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Contract Details
	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value

	Facility Name
	Station Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	TNSP Contract ID
	TNSP contract identifier. Leave blank if unknown
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contract Description
	Short description to identify contract i.e. <name> battery
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Provider Participant ID
	Preferred Provider Participant ID (max 8 characters)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Provider Company Name
	Provider Company Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Provider Trading Name[footnoteRef:5] [5:  This is the same as the provider company name unless the participant advises AEMO they are trading under a different name. In which case, a Letter of Authority is required. ] 

	Provider Trading Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Provider ABN 
	Provider Company ABN
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Provider ACN
	Provider Company ACN
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Asset Location Details
	Address, city, state, postcode
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	TNSP Participant ID
	TNSP Participant ID
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	TNSP (Procurer) 
	TNSP Company Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	TNSP ABN
	TNSP ABN
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contract Start Date
	Effective date of contract
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	Contract End Date
	End date of contract
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	Always on style agreement 
	Yes/No
	Click or tap here to enter text.


If the Provider is not registered, please provide Settlement Manager contact details for the Provider. 
	Name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Address: (Street, suburb, postcode, state, country)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Primary Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Mobile:
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Direct phone: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Asset Details 
Please provide details of the security service asset.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  NER 5.20B.6(c) or 5.20C.4(c)] 

	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value

	DUID 
	Dispatchable unit identifier of the asset (if known, if no DUID currently applies one will be allocated by AEMO)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Number of production units[footnoteRef:7] in the DUID [7:  Equivalent to a production unit set.] 

	Only count DUID units that fall under this security service contract. Minimum 1
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Equipment Type 
	e.g. generator, bidirectional, synchronous condenser
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Primary Service Type
	e.g. inertia, system strength
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Region ID 
	NEM region ID
	Click or tap here to enter text.










Operational Details 
Please provide operational details of the security service asset.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  NER 5.20B.6(c) or 5.20C.4(c)] 

Note: where the number of units under the DUID is >1, provide the values for the smallest unit and/or greatest time/duration. For example, if one unit has a smaller inertia contribution, but another unit has a smaller fault current contribution, provide the smallest individual value. Enter zero (0) if field/value is not applicable, or N/A when the field is applicable for always-on contracts.

	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value 

	Default minimum dispatch*
	Pmin (MW). The default minimum stable level of energy dispatch (in absolute terms) required to provide the system security service. Note that zero is a valid entry (e.g. synchronous condenser mode)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Auxiliary load; e.g. for synchronous condensers
	(MW)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Inertia contribution
	Megawatt seconds (MWs)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Fault current contribution
	Megavolt amperes (MVA) at the point of connection
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Default activation lead time*
	The expected maximum lead time for the system security service to be enabled from a non-operational state (minutes)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Minimum enablement duration*
	The minimum enablement duration for the system security service (minutes)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Volt level[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Only applicable for non-registered participants. ] 

	The volt level provided at the DUID level (kV). Value provided must not contain decimals. 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

*These values will not be applicable for always-on contracts and as such may be filled in as N/A.
Communication protocols 
Please confirm how the asset availability will be reported to AEMO, including for always-on contracts.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  NER 5.20B.6(d)(2) or 5.20C.4(d)(2)] 

Via the Security Service Management Portal. NOS, or other arrangements:
☐	Security Service Management Portal, or
☐	NOS, or
☐	Other[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Applicable for current arrangements in Tasmania, for example. ] 

Financial Details 
Please provide the minimum contracted financial details in AUD, in accordance with the requirements set out in the Security Enablement Procedures. Enter zero (0) if field/value is not applicable.
	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value

	Usage payment 
	($/hour)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Activation payment 
	($/activation)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Energy revenue 
	(Yes/No)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Availability payment[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Please note this field is not a minimum requirement. AEMO will not take this payment into account in its daily scheduling and enabling activities, however, it may be used for the purposes of annual reporting as per NER 4.4A.7(b). Leave blank if preferred.   ] 

	($/hour)
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Technical Assessment 
Please confirm that when the security service asset is enabled to provide security services it can do so in accordance with its Generator or Integrated Resource Provider Performance Standards obligations.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  NER 5.20B.6(d)(1) or 5.20C.4(d)(1)] 

Response:
☐	Yes, or
☐	No
☐	Other[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Only applicable for non-registered providers and denotes that the asset will provide services in accordance with its connections GPS obligations. ] 


Change processes
Is the asset currently going through or does the asset need to go through an alteration of a generating system or integrated resource system under NER 5.3.9, or any other alteration process that may change previously accepted performance standards?
☐	Yes, or
☐	No

SCADA Arrangements
Does the asset currently have SCADA arrangements in place?
☐	Yes, or
☐	No

If yes to the above, what is the assets current EMS ID?
	Requirement
	Description
	Field/Value

	EMS ID
	SCADA EMS ID for the asset, if applicable. 
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Registration of System Strength Production Unit or Inertia Unit
As per NER 5.20B.6(b), (b1) or 5.20C.4(b), (b1), where a System Strength Service Provider or Inertia Service Provider procures system strength services or inertia network services from a Generator or Integrated Resource Provider (as relevant) provided by means of a generating unit or bidirectional unit under a system strength services or inertia services agreement, it must register the unit with AEMO as a system strength production unit or inertia unit and specify:
· that the unit may be periodically used to provide system strength services or inertia network services; and
· will not be eligible to set spot prices when constrained on to provide system strength services or inertia network services in accordance with clause 3.9.7(c).
Please confirm that these requirements have been fulfilled to enable registration as a system strength production unit or inertia unit (as relevant), which will occur once all other requirements outlined in this form have been completed:
☐	Yes, or
☐	No, or
☐	NA[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Only applicable for system security service agreements procured via assets that are not Generating units or Bidirectional units. ] 


Confidentiality and daily reporting 
Under AEMO’s daily reporting obligations as per NER 4.4A.7(a), AEMO may disclose confidential information in order to meet this reporting obligation. Please confirm you understand certain information will be publicly reported on for AEMO to comply with this reporting obligation:
☐	Yes, or
☐	No
Further information on AEMO’s daily reporting structure may be found at the relevant EMMS technical specification release and in the Daily Reporting Fact Sheet at AEMO’s ISF project page.
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